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Academy Sessional Staff
While the core teaching team at Jackie Palmer Academy is made up of Sara Lawson, Head of Singing, Rebecca
Sachdev, Head of Dance, and Chris Lennon, Head of Acting, we have fabulous sessional teachers that also help build
our students' skills. They are all extremely experienced professionals, who bring their own individual skills and
knowledge to the table, to help shape students into well-rounded performers.

Kelly-Marie Gibbs
Tap

Niall Gelder-Stones
Singing Technique and Private Singing Lessons

Kelly joined Jackie Palmer
Academy Staff in Spring 2019
and brings energy,
professionalism and quick
footwork to her tap classes!
She holds a Fellowship with
the ISTD. She runs her own,
extremely successful, Dance School and has been a
wonderful addition to our team. Her drive for
technique and performance is exactly what we value
here at the Academy!

Niall has been a part of the
Jackie Palmer family for many
years. He trained at GSA and
went on to perform
professionally in the West End
and Internationally, starring in
such shows as Miss Saigon.
This year, while continuing his private lessons, Niall is
also teaching Singing Technique to the Academy
students. His knowledge is second to none, and we are
so lucky to have him!

Chelsie Innes
Commercial Dance

Nikki Vann-Morris & Paula Watts
Acrobatics

Chelsie started teaching
commercial dance at the
Academy in 2019. Trained at
The Creative Academy, she is
now a core member of their
staff as well. She has danced
professionally around the
world, including for Sean Paul and Will.I.Am. Her
expertise in Commercial and Dancehall gives our
students a great insight into this part of the
professional industry - incredibly important and
highly sought after skills for today's pro performers.

Nikki and Paula have also
been a part of the Jackie
Palmer family for many years.
They combine gymnastics
floor elements with partnered
Acro tricks, to teach our
students about balance, core,
trust and fearlessness! These skills are required in the
professional industry more and more, and we are
proud that our students have the opportunity to be
introduced to these skills and work to improve them
during their time studying at the Academy!
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Academy Core Staff
Sara Lawson
Academy Manager, Course Leader & Head of Singing

Rebecca Sachdev
Course Leader & Head of Dance

Sara trained at the Royal
Northern College of Music,
Royal Academy of Music and at
the English National Opera
and has performed as a soloist
all around the country. Her
knowledge of classical voice
work and her experience with choral pieces brings an
added element to the Academy, when working on
Musical Theatre ensemble pieces and developing
students' individual vocal abilities.

Becca trained at The Walnut
Hill School and on a full
scholarship at Cornish College
of the Arts in the US; she
furthered her studies at The
College of Integrated Chinese
Medicine/Reading University
and LABAN Conservatoire of Music and Dance, working
internationally as a dancer, a choreographer and a
teacher. She strives to bring positivity to the students
and help them to feel their self-worth and value.

Chris Lennon
Head of Acting
Chris trained at the Guildford School of Acting and made his professional debut as
Electra in Starlight Express. His other West End shows include Fame, Grease, Blood
Brothers and We Will Rock You. Chris also played the role of Tony Elliot for four years in
Billy Elliot. His extensive experience in Musical Theatre and his creative eye for directing
gives our students a professional rehearsal experience. He helps them find truth in their
acting choices, bringing this to their singing and dancing performances as well.

Watch Out For...
Bring It On, The Musical
28 February 2020 @ 7:30pm
The Elgiva Theatre
Tickets: www.elgiva.com
Tickets are now on sale!
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