Issue 8| Volume 2 | 2020

Newsletter
October

Commercial with Shomari Knott
We welcomed a new member of staff to the Vocational Course this September.
Shomari Knott is teaching Commercial Dance and putting the students through
their paces with weekly HIIT class warm-ups!
Shomari started his dance training with our own Rebecca Sachdev, and went on
to graduate from The Urdang Academy. Since then, he has been performing and
choreographing professionally, most recently with his own resident show at the
Buddha Bar in Marrakech.
Shomari strives for professionalism, commitment, performance and charisma
from all his dancers and we are so lucky to have him passing on his energy to our
BTEC students!

Revelations
Our second year BTEC students have been working on an adaptation of the first section, " I Been 'Buked", from Alvin
Ailey's iconic piece, Revelations, for their 1st in-class contemporary assessment.
"Using African-American spirituals, song-sermons, gospel songs and holy blues, Alvin Ailey’s Revelations fervently
explores the places of deepest grief and holiest joy in the soul. More than just a popular dance work, it has become a
cultural treasure. Since its premiere in 1960, the ballet has been performed continuously around the globe,
transcending barriers of faith and nationality, and appealing to universal emotions, making it the most widely-seen
modern dance work in the world," (Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, 2020).
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Covid-safe Audition Photos
Our second year BTEC and Gap Year students had their audition
headshots and body shots last Sunday, taken by the very talented
Dan Tsantilis. All the students were extremely professional in
their sessions and Dan was very impressed with their
preparation. These photographs are a crucial part of the
Conservatoire application process and we pride ourselves on
Academy students sending professionally shot images, to make
sure their applications are slick in their presentation.
The application process is a stressful one, with many big
decisions to be made, and we are always so proud of our students
persevering and working towards their goals. As the audition
season begins, we wish all our graduating students the best of
luck and know the right path, for each individual, will present
itself!

Upcoming...
Keep a look out for more details about our Christmas Cabaret, happening in December!

Jackie Palmer
... Changing Lives

