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We're back to Zoom...
The holidays have come and gone - an interesting time for the
country this year, as families were not able to visit and celebrate
together like usual. Still, the weather was mild and we hope
everyone was still able to have some Christmas Cheer.
It was then announced that secondary schools would begin rapid
Covid testing at the start of term, so we diligently collected our
testing kits and began to prepare how this was going to be
administered. However, no sooner did we embark on this
planning, it was then announced by the government that we were
back into a National Lockdown and classes would have to be
online.

So, we restructured our timetable and began rehearsals for our upcoming show, Verve 2021 (now going virtual),
through Zoom. The students have been good natured about it all and are rising to the occassion, taking the difficult
task of learning choreography, blocking and harmonies from their bedrooms, kitchens, living rooms (and wherever
else they might be able to find space) in their stride. We await the announcement about when we might be able to go
back to face-to-face lessons, but for now ... ZOOM!

Celebrating the life of
Jackie Palmer
The 9th of January, 2021 would have been Jackie Palmer's 100th
Birthday! She was a professional dancer in the West End, and started
Jackie Palmer Stage School in 1971 with her daughter, Marylyn Phillips
(our Principal). The Jackie Palmer Agency was established in 1975 and
the Academy was established in 2013. What an amazing legacy!
Happy Birthday, Jackie!
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Virtual Auditions
Our second year students are in full swing of
preparing their material for virtual conservatoire
and university auditions. We were hoping that some
of these might be able to go ahead face-to-face, but
unfortunately, with the latest lockdown
announcement, most institutions have changed to
online auditions and video submissions.
Finding the right place to film these pieces - be it an
acting monologue, a solo piece of singing repertoire
or ballet exercises - can be challenging, but they have
been working with Head of Acting, Chris Lennon, on
camera angles and how to self-tape, so they are
becoming more comfortable with this. Some were
able to film in our studios before lockdown, but
others are now having to be creative and figure out
where they might be able to shoot a grand jete or an

aerial acro trick in the middle of winter!
Again, we admire our students for their perseverance and
know that, despite these current challenges, they will all
be extremely successful in securing the right places to
further their training and make their dreams reality!

Upcoming...
Keep a lookout for information about the streaming of our Spring
Showcase, Virtual Verve 2021!
A mix of pieces of various dance styles and musical theatre
excepts, Verve is always great fun and really shows the versatility
of our students!
WATCH THIS SPACE!!!

Jackie Palmer
... Changing Lives

